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December 12, 2005 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
FR: Sonja Halsey 
 
RE: STAFF BRIEF:  SCHOOL LIBRARY MATERIAL FUND 
 

 
The 2005 Interim Workplan of the Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC) includes a 
presentation on the allocation and distribution of the FY 05 and FY 06 legislative appropriations 
to the School Library Material Fund; the distribution of the FY 04 General Obligation Bond 
revenue designated for school libraries; and the recommendations from the New Mexico Task 
Force for School Libraries on strategies for rebuilding and maintaining New Mexico’s public 
school library materials collection. 
 
Issues: 
 
• In 2003, the Legislature passed the School Library Material Act, which among its provisions, 

created a non-reverting School Library Material Fund in the State Treasury.  Legislative 
appropriations from the General Fund for the school library fund include: 

 
 in 2003, $1.0 million for FY 04, which was vetoed; 
 in 2004, $1.0 million for FY 05 (see Attachment 1, School Library Material Final 

Allocation 2004-2005); and 
 in 2005, $1.0 million for FY 06 (see Attachment 2, School Library Material Initial (90%) 

Allocation 2005-2006). 
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• An additional $1.0 million was appropriated for the purchase of library books statewide from 
the General Fund.  According to the Public Education Department (PED), this amount has 
not been distributed as of this date. 

 
• Additional school library funding from the General Obligation Bond approved by voters 

include: 
 

 in 2002, approximately $7.7 million for FY 03 and FY 04, which was distributed based 
on a formula that provided a one-time allocation of $5,000 per library program (to benefit 
small and rural schools) with an additional allocation based on student membership; and 

 in 2004, approximately $6.2 million allocated in school year 2004-2005 for FY 05 and 
FY 06 (see Attachment 3, School Library Material GO Bond Act Allocation 2004-2005).  
According to PED, the 2004 bond revenues are allocated based on student membership 
and are being distributed on a cost reimbursement basis. 

 
• Findings from a 2005 survey of New Mexico public school libraries conducted by the New 

Mexico Task Force for School Libraries (see Attachment 4), indicate that: 
 

 approximately 25 percent of the libraries completing the survey reported their collections 
are exemplary due to careful selection; and 

 school librarians are reporting improvement of their collections over the last five years 
due to the revenue from the General Obligation Bond and School Library Material Fund. 

 
The survey results, however, also indicate that: 
 

 approximately two-thirds reported that their collections are below the minimum standard 
for being up-to-date (70 percent published within the last 10 years) in their “time-
sensitive” information books; 

 approximately one-third reported that their collections are below the standard size of 15 
titles per student; and  

 approximately one-half reported that their collections lacked sufficient materials for their 
“diverse language needs.” 

 
• According to the New Mexico Task Force for School Libraries, $6.0 million is necessary 

annually to rebuild and maintain public school library materials (see Attachment 5).  
According to the task force, these funds will help all New Mexico public school students by: 

 
 supporting school literacy efforts by providing needed current library materials; 
 ensuring equitable access to current library materials for all students in every 

New Mexico school district; and  
 helping all New Mexico school districts reach assessment goals.  

 
• According to PED, a rule for the distribution of funds from the School Library Material 

Fund, as required by the act, has not been drafted. 
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Background: 
 
• During the 2002 interim, the LESC heard testimony from the New Mexico Task Force for 

School Libraries concerning the request to establish a permanent funding source to provide 
annual allocations to school districts for library material purchases equivalent to one library 
quality book per student per year, as recommended by the American Library Association. 

 
• Among its provisions for the School Library Material Fund, the School Library Material Act 

(see Attachment 6), passed by the Legislature in 2003: 
 

 establishes the School Library Material Fund to provide for the distribution of funds for 
the purchase of school library material based on a per student cost that is determined by 
the 40th day student membership of the current school year; 

 requires PED, on or before July 1 of each year, to allocate not less than 90 percent of the 
estimated school year allocation to public school districts and state supported schools; 

 requires PED, on or before January 15 of each year, to recompute each allocation and to 
distribute the balance of the annual appropriation, adjusting for any over-or under-
estimation made in the first allocation; 

 allows public school districts and state supported schools that have funds remaining for 
the purchase of school library material at the end of a fiscal year to retain the funds for 
expenditure in subsequent years; and 

 requires public school districts and state supported schools to maintain and report 
inventory and cost records to PED on an annual basis. 

 
Presenters: 
 
Mr. Gilbert Perea, Assistant Secretary for Program Support and Pupil Transportation Division, 
PED, will report on PED’s allocation and distribution of funds designated for school libraries. 
 
Mr. Omar Durant, Manager, Library Media Services/Instructional Materials, Albuquerque Public 
Schools, representing the New Mexico Task Force for School Libraries, will discuss current and 
future needs of public school libraries. 
 
Questions the committee may wish to consider: 
 
1. What is the average cost of a library quality elementary school book?  How does this cost 

compare with the average cost of a library quality middle school or high school book?  
 
2. What funding provisions have been considered for the high cost of research materials 

(including online databases) needed for an adequate high school library? 
 
3. What are the implications for small and rural schools of distributing the General Obligation 

Bond revenues on a school membership basis only? 
 
4. As required in the School Library Material Act, when does PED anticipate developing and 

adopting the rule for the administration of the act?  What methodology will be used for 
distribution? 

 


































